TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF MAY 13, 2008

PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Scott, Colvin, Elbert, Thompson, Parker, Walworth and King

Absent:  None

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  5

1. Meeting convened at 7:34 PM.

2. Agenda.  In item #7 remove the words “possible action”.

3. Correspondence, etc.  1.  Forest Home Township has completed the revision of their Master Plan.  They have forwarded a copy and are asking for Commission comments.  Briggs noted there was nothing seen by him that should be a concern to Torch Lake Township.  Any comments from the Commission should be returned to Scott next week to be forwarded to Forest Home.  2.  Forest Home has proposed an Ad Hoc Protection Committee be formed, made up of two representatives from each of six townships, as well as reps from the lake associations, for the purpose of discussing ways to protect water quality in the County.  Spencer and Scott will participate, with the first meeting being May 14th at 7 PM in the Forest Home Township Hall.  3.  The Grand Vision will be hosting a workshop on May 27th at 6:30 PM at Shanty Creek regarding Antrim County’s future land use and transportation system.  4. Scott commented on the Business Alliance website created by Gerry Sell and Maryanne Jorgenson.  5.  Reference was made to the memo from Spencer regarding township hall moving day. 6.  Memo was received from Inland Seas Education Association regarding a coastal education program called “A Day on the Bay”, which will be held on September 2,3,4,5 and 8. 6.  Michigan Planning and Enabling Act training sessions May 28, June 3 or June 25.
4. Minutes of Aril 8, 2008.  In item #6, change “sixth attorney” to “seventh attorney”.  In item #7, add Sullivan meet with Walworth, Scott, King “and Graham” to second sentence.  Motion made be Walworth and seconded to approve the minutes as corrected passed 7-0.
5. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

6. Lake Access and Use draft amendment.  Scott reviewed the history of the amendment up to this point.  Walworth questioned the use of “land parcel” in one instance and “dwelling” in another.  He believed it to be confusing shifting back and forth between the two terms.  This opened a lengthy discussion of those terms and other issues with the ordinance.  Scott noted those concerns and will meet again with the attorney to address the comments made tonight.  
7. PRD draft amendment.  Scott, in developing language for the amendment with Sullivan and attorney, find the more they look, the more discrepancies they find.  They believe now is the time to deal with these discrepancies, but time is needed to deal with the procedure and process of crafting language.  Sullivan agrees and wants to create something that works well and fits with the township.  Because of that, there is nothing for the Commission to look at tonight.  PUD is still in the ordinance, but no work is being done on this at the time.  Currently, there is no PUD-zoned property in TLT.
Maryanne Jorgenson asked the Commission’s position on A-Ga-Ming continuing with weddings while work is being done on the amendment.  The response is that the Zoning Administrator has made his ruling and that “being allowed” to do something is not the Planning Commission’s responsibility.  That would be up to the Township Board and ZBA to decide.
8. Wind Turbines.  Scott discussed his trip with Sullivan to observe the turbines in Pigeon.  They discussed the pros and cons of the system.  Scott stated that technology is changing with the turbines.  He suggested the Commission review the ordinances from Banks Township and from Wisconsin and think how to move forward on this issue.

9. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

10. Concerns of the Commission.  The question was asked whether the Board had made any progress in choosing the attorney for the township.  Parker replied that it is still up in the air and they will probably operate this year without a contract.

11. With no further business the motion to adjourn at 10:55 passed 7-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

